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CASPAR HASSELRIIS PAPERS 

MSS 173 

(M74-98) 

 

PROVENANCE 

 

This collection was donated to the Balch Institute for Ethnic Studies by Caspar 

Hasselriis’ wife, Karen, in 1998. The papers came in as one accession, M74-98, and were  

processed in October 2001 by Larisa Repin, archival assistant for the Balch Institute.  

 

 

Several photographs had previously been separated from the manuscripts into Photo 

Group (PG) 12. Others, unprocessed as of October 2001, were stored in one ½ Hollinger 

box and placed at the end of the manuscript collection.  

 

 

This project was made possible with generous grant from John C. Haas. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



          Page 2 

 

CASPAR HASSELRIIS PAPERS 
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BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES 

 

Caspar Henrik Wolffsen Hasselriss was born September 15, 1881, in the Fjord- 

town of Skive, in Jutland, Denmark. He came to the United States from Copenhagen in  

1906, settling first in Chicago, and then later Forest Hills, near New York City, where he 

had moved in 1917.  

 

In 1912 Hasselriis helped organize the Rebild Society, which aimed at 

strengthening Danish-American ties. He later participated in the founding and operation 

of three other organizations, American Friends of Danish Freedom and Democracy, 

Friends of Denmark, and American Denmark Relief, all again, with the general mission 

of improved Danish –American relations.  

 

During the 1940s Hasselriis was the director of Ratin Laboratory, Inc., which was 

a manufacturer of rat bait. Also during those war years, he volunteered his services as 

director of research and information for two of the above mentioned groups, the 

American Friends of Danish Freedom and Democracy, and Friends of Denmark to tell 

Americans about the real situation in Nazi-occupied Denmark. In addition he was 

chairman of the Danish Refugee Fund and in that capacity in close touch with the Danish 

underground resistance forces. And finally, cooperating with the U.S. Office of War 

Information, he was appointed chairman of the Danish American Committee of the U. S. 

War Savings Staff, and was also chairman of the American Denmark Committee to the 

New York World’s Fair. After the liberation of Denmark, he was invited by the Danish 

Government to head the Danish Information Office in New York (1946-1961), and later 

founded the Danish Tourist Office there. 

 

Hasselriis was the author of a number of published volumes of essays and  

reminiscences, including Helligdag-Erindringer.  

 

He was decorated by the Danish kings Christian X with the “Knight of Order of 

Danneborg” cross, and Frederik IX with the “Fortiest Medalien I Gold” (the Medal of 

Merit in Gold) and “Kommandor Korset”, and by the Swedish king with the “Morning 

Star”. 

 

Caspar Hasselriis and his wife, Karen, had three children, Caspar Hasselriis, Jr.,  

Sven Hasselriis, and Mrs. John Rae. 

 

Hasselriss died in 1973. 
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SCOPE AND CONTENT 

 

Textual Records: This collection spans the years 1906-1973, but the bulk of the materials  

is concentrated between 1934-1973. They contain Caspar Hasselriis’ personal, 

professional, and some family information, which reflect his political, civic, and 

community activities. Most noteworthy of the materials in Series I is his correspondence, 

but the series also includes such records as awards and citations, biographical 

information, directories, financial materials, newspaper clippings, several organizational 

minutes, and his speeches. Also of note are the drafts and notes about his book, 

Helligdag -- Erindringer. Series II contains mostly reference and research materials, 

including newspapers and other print materials. All materials are in Danish and English, 

equally. 

 

 

The textual records, except for directories, financial materials, newspaper clippings,  

and reference materials, have been indexed. 

 

 

Photographs: Many photographs had not been processed as of October 2001, and were 

placed at the end of the manuscript collection in one ½ Hollinger box. A few photos, 

however, had previously been put into Photo Group (PG) 12, where they remain. 
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CASPAR HASSELRIIS PAPERS 
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RECORD SERIES DESCRIPTIONS 

 

SERIES I: FAMILY & PROFESSIONAL PAPERS, 1906-1973 & n.d. 

       Boxes 1-5 & OS (Oversize) Folders 1-2 

 

 The earliest records in this collection are telegrams dating from 1906 from  

Copenhagen (2:1), while the bulk of the materials here is correspondence, starting in 

1923 with letters from Hasselriis as director of the Ratin Laboratory, Inc. Other 

correspondence concerns the American- Scandinavian Foundation (boxes 1-3 and 5, 

passim), the Constantin Brun Award Committee (boxes 2 and 5, passim), and the Danish 

Information Office, when Hasselriis was its director (2:13). There are also organizational 

minutes from 1925-1973, of the American-Scandinavian Foundation, the Danish 

American Society, and the Constantin Brun Award Committee (5:4). In addition there are 

certificates from the king of Denmark for the Knighthood of Denmark, from the United 

States Treasury Department for distinguished services rendered on behalf of the war 

savings programs (1:1), and from the Danish king, Frederic IX, for meritorious service  

(1:2). Other records include: biographical information; birthday celebration materials; 

event programs and invitations; financial papers; Danish Luncheon Club historical 

information. Finally there are Hasselriis’ writings, in particular  

drafts and notes for his book Helligdag -- Erindringer (5:7-11), and correspondence 

regarding a book of his essays, called Adventures in the Day of Love (2:4). All materials 

are in Danish and English, nearly equally. Arrangement is alphabetical. 

 

 

SERIES II: REFERENCE & RESEARCH MATERIALS, 1915-1972 & n.d., 

        Box 6 & OS (Oversize) Folder 3 

 

This tiny section of the collection consists exclusively of print materials, both in Danish 

and English.  
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BOX LIST 

 

SERIES I: FAMILY & PROFESSIONAL PAPERS, 1906-1973 & n.d. 

       Boxes 1-5 & OS (Oversize) Folders 1-2 

 

Box Folder 

 

1 1-2 Awards & citations      1934-70 

 OS 1 

 

  Biographies & interview 

 

 3  Hasselriis, Caspar H.W. (includes interview)  1961 & n.d. 

 

     

 4-5  Henius, Max      1937 & n.d. 

 

 6-11 Birthday celebrations      1956-71 

 

 12 Certificates & membership cards    1965-71 

          & n.d. 

 

 

 

2 1-15 Correspondence      1906-1949 

 

 

 

3 1-15 Correspondence      1950-73 

          & n.d. 

 

 

 

4 1 Directories       1957-70 

          & n.d. 

 

 2 Events        1939-72 

 

 3-6 Financial materials      1936-72 

          & n.d. 
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SERIES I: FAMILY & PROFESSIONAL PAPERS, 1906-1973 & n.d. 

 

Box Folder 

 

4 7 Historical information (Danish Luncheon Club)  1943 

 

 8 Insurance documents      1949-69 

 

 

 9-13 Newspaper clippings      1937-1957 

 OS 2 

 

 

 

 

5 1-3 Newspaper clippings      1959-71 

 OS 2         & n.d. 

 

 4-5 Organizational minutes, seminars & other materials  1925-73 

          & n.d. 

 

 6 Speeches & testimonies     1934-60 

          & n.d. 

 

  Writings  

 

 7  Helligdag -- Erindringer     

 1959 

 

 8-11  Helligdag -- Erindringer (drafts)   1959 

 

 12  “Indtryk fra en Sommer I Danmark”    1957 

 

 13  “Kender du Danmark?”    1959 

 

 14  Correspondence & other materials   1926, 1966 

          & n.d. 
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SERIES II: REFERENCE & RESEARCH MATERIALS, 1915-1972 & n.d.,  

        Box 6 & OS (Oversize) Folder 3 

 

Box Folder 

 

6 1-8 Print & other materials     1915, 1926-72 

          & n.d. 

 

 9  Newspapers  & newspaper clippings   1926-67 

 OS 3         & n.d. 
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INDEX OF SUBJECTS AND CORRESPONDENTS 

(Correspondence is indicated by an asterisk) 

 

Caspar Hasselriis is not cited as a correspondent here; and newspapers, directories, 

financial and reference materials have not been indexed. 

 

Adventures in the Day of Love, 2:4 

*Aktuelt, 1:8 

*Amerada Petroleum Corporation, 1:7 

*The American Club, 2:8 

*American Federation of Teachers, 3:1 

American Federation of Teachers Convention, 3:1 

*American Friends of Danish Freedom and Democracy, 3:12 

*American Legation, 2:9 

*The American-Scandinavian Foundation, 1:7, 1:9, 2:4, 2:7-10, 2:14, 3:4, 5:4 

*Andersen, Adolph, 1:8, 2:8 

*Andersen, Brix A., 1:8 

*Andersen, Carl A., 1:9 

 

*Bacteriologisk Laboratorium Ratin, 1:9, 2:3, 2:6-7, 2:10, 2:13-15, 3:1-4 

*Bancke, Victor, 1:1, 2:4 

*Bearnarth, Earnest B., 1:9 

*Bech, Georg, 2:7, 2:9 

*Bendix, Tegneren Hans, 1:9 

*Berlinske Tidende, 1:2 

*Berthel Thorvaldsen Lodge, Inc., 2:8, 3:6 

*Bing & Grondahl, 1:7 

*Boeg, N. V., 1:2 

*Boggild, Steen, 1:7 

*Bladt, Holder, 3:3 

*Brisson, Carl, 1:8 

*The British Ratin Company, Ltd., 2:13 

*Brix, Christ, 1:8 

*Brooklyn College, 2:14-15 

*Brun, Constantin, 2:7 

*Bulow International Audio, 1:10 

 

*California-Denmark Home Foundation, 2:10 

*Carstensen, Viggo, 2:9 

*Chicago Danish Club, 1:8, 3:3 
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*Coleman, Frederick W. B., 2:8 

*Columbia Artists Management, Inc., 1:7 

* The Constantin Brun Award Committee, 2:7-9, 3:6 

The Constantin Brun Award Committee, 2:4, 2:7, 2:10-11, 5:4-5 

*Consulate General of Denmark, 1:7, 2:9, 2:14, 3:3 

*Court Denmark, 2:8 

 

“Daisies in the Field”, 2:5 

*Dahlerup, Alma, 2:3-8 

*Danes Worldwide Archives, 3:4-5, 3:10 

*Danholt, Ejnar, 1:9 

*Dania Society, 1:8 

*Danish American Club of Miami, 1:8 

*Danish American Jewish Committee, 1:9 

*Danish American Society, 1:7, 3:6, 3:13, 5:5 

*Danish American Women’s Association, 2:7 

*Danish Athletic Club, 1:9 

*Danish Benevolent “Danmark” Society, Inc., 1:1 

*Danish Brotherhood in America, 1:1, 2:4 

*Danish Central Committee, 2:7-10 

*Danish Consulate General, 2:3-4, 2:15, 3:13 

*Danish Entertainment Office, 1:10 

”The Danish Folk School”, by C.H.W. Hasselriis, 5:6 

*Danish Home for Aged, 1:9, 2:4, 2:10, 3:13 

*Danish Information Office, boxes 1-3 passim 

*Danish Luncheon Club, 1:8, 2:12, 3:8, 4:7, 5:6 

*Danish Luncheon Club Bulletin, 1:10 

*The Danish Medicinal & Chemical Company Limited, 1:8, 3:5 

*Danish National Committee, 1:8 

*Danish National Symphony Orchestra, 1:9 

*Danish Seed Growers Sales Co., Inc., 2:4 

*Danish Veteran Society, 2:9 

*Danmark America Fondet, 1:9, 3:8 

*Danmark Radio, 3:5 

*Dansk Atlet Club, 2:9 

*Dansk Chemo-Terapeutisk Selskab, 2:15 

*Dansk Samvirke, 3:9-12 

“Denmark Old and New”, 5:6 

*Department of Political Science, University of California, 2:14 
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*Det Danske Brodersamfund, 2:9 

*The Detroit News, 3:3 

*Dineson, H. E., 1:7 

*Divine Science Publishing Co., 2:4 

*Dodge, William W., 1:7 

 

*Eastern Lodges of the Danish Brotherhood of America, 2:9 

*Eberlin, Viggo C., 1:1 

*Embretsen, Jon, 1:9 

*Enemark, Jcob P., 2:9 

*Engelsted, John, 1:7 

*The Equitable Life Assurance Society, 2:13, 3:1-3, 3:6, 3:9 

*Everson, George P., 3:1 

 

Federal Security Agency, 2:15 

*Finley, John, 2:7 

*The Foreign Service of the United States of America, 3:4 

*Foreningen Dansk Samvirke, 3:8-9, 3:12 

*Frankel, Valdemar, 1:9 

 

*Gavin, Catharine T., 2:4 

*Grand Lodge Free and Accepted Masons of the State of New York, 1:1 

*Grandjean, Kay Erland, 1:1 

*Gredersen, Albert, 1:8 

*Gulf Oil Corporation, 1:8 

*Gundel, Axel, 1:1 

 

*Hans Christian Andersen Story Telling Center, 3:6 

*Hansen, Anne, 1:9 

*Hansen, Charles L., 1:2, 3:5 

*Hansen, Fred, 1:8 

*Hansen, Hjalmar O., 2:9 

*Hansen, Laurits, 1:2 

*Hansen University of Maryland, 1:10 

*Hansen, William J., 1:8 

*Hasselriis, Bitten, 1:9 

*Hasselriis, Eleanor, 1:9 

*Hasselriis, Irene, 1:9 

*Hasselriis, Malthe, 1:1 

*Hasselriis, Sven, 2:15 
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*Hedman, George, 1:2 

*Heering, Peter F., 1:2 

*Heilstein, John B., 1:10 

*Heinberg, Aage, 1:9 

*Henius, Max, 1:1, 1:4-5, 2:2 

*Hennigan, Francis, 2:14 

*Hersholt, Jean, 1:1, 2:8-9 

*Historisk Samfund for Skive og Omegn, 3:4 

*Holch, Elsa, 1:7 

*Holch, Harold, 1:8 

 

*The Iliff School of Theology, 1:10 

*Industriraadet, 1:8 

*Ingholt, Harald, 1:8 

*Institute of International Affairs, 2:15 

*International Friendship League Incorporated, 3:7 

*The International Ratin System, 2:4 

*International Vacation Courses, 1:8 

  

*Jengen, Kirkegaard K., 1:10 

*Jensen, Sven B., 1:9 

*Jensen, Viggo, 1:8 

*Jeppesen, Christian H., 1:7 

*Jepson, Lawrence M., 1:7 

*The John Crerar Library, 1:2 

*John F. Leinen Sanitation Co., 2:4 

*Johnson, Andrew N., 3:5 

*Josty, Allan, 2:9 

“Joy of Business”, 2:5 

*Juriste Research Laboratory, 2:6 

 

*Kampmann, Viggo, 1:7 

*Kantor, Peter A., 2:12 

*Kiwanis Club of Parkchester, 1:2 

*Knudsen Creamery Co. of California, 1:2, 1:7 

*Kongelige Danske Gesandtskab, 2:3-4, 2:10-11 

“Kongelys”, by C.H.W. Hasselriis, 5:6 

*Kragh-Hansen, E., 2:7-11 

*Kramer, Charles P., 2:7 
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*Larsen, Jorgen Elkjaer, 1:9 

*Larsen, Peter, 1:2, 1:8 

*Lassen, Tyge R., 1:9 

*Lenander, M. 1:8 

*Lober, Georg J., 1:9 

*Lunning, Frederik, 2:11 

*Luther Memorial Church, 3:7 

 

*Madsen, Erik L., 1:7 

*Madsen, George M., 1:7, 3:5 

*Madsen, Woldhardt, 1:8 

*Manhattan Circle YPSL, 2:15 

*Meulengracht-Madsen H., 1:7 

*Michaelsen, Carl, 1:9 

*Morgenavisen Jyllands- Posten, 3:11-13 

*Moth, Axel, 2:7 

 

*National Tuberculosis Association, 2:3 

*Neilson, Abbel, 2:6-9 

*The New Lebanon Branch of the Greenwich Library, 2:15 

*New York Evening Post, 2:4 

*New York Times, 2:7 

*New York University, 2:15 

*Nielsen, Emanuel, 3:3 

*Nielsen, Frank, 2:7-9 

*Nielsen-Olsen Agency, 1:7 

*Nielsen, Roger, 1:1 

*Nilert, Tore H., 1:2 

*The Norden Club, 1:8 

*Norgaard, James, 1:2 

*Norgaard, Violet, 1:2 

North Atlantic Pact, 5:6 

*Nyholm, Erik R., 1:8 

 

“Odin” Danish Relief Society, Inc., 3:6 

“Of Danish Root and Background”, by C.H.W. Hasselriis, 5:6 

*Olsen, Eleanor, 1:8 

*Olsen, Niels, 1:8 

*Olsen, L. Byron, 1:1 

*Osterberg, Harold, 1:1, 1:9 
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*Pacific Extract Company, 2:4 

*Petersen, Helge, 1:7-8, 2:8 

*Petersen, Lorenz, 3:7-8 

*Petersen, George V., 1:1 

*Post, Charles A., 1:7 

*Princess Margrethe of Denmark, 3:8 

 

*Radio Denmark, 1:9 

*Radio KMPY, 3:7 

*Rambusch, Harold, 1:9 

*The Ratin Laboratory, Inc.,  boxes 2-3 passim 

*The Ratin Laboratory of New England, 2:4 

*The Ratin News-Letter, 2:6 

*The Reader’s Digest, 3:12 

*Rebild National Park Board, Inc., 1:2, 1:9, 3:3, 3:5, 5:5 

*Regal Lumber Ltd., 3:5 

*Regue, Anna C., 2:7 

*Remington House, 2:3-4 

*Ringe Land & Navigation Company, 2:3 

*Roe & Kramer, 3:2-3 

*Royal Danish Consulate, 1:9, 2:4, 2:11, 3:1, 3:8 

*Royal Danish Embassy, 2:14, 3:1, 3:7 

*Royal Danish Legation, 1:1, 2:7 

*Royal Norwegian Information Services, 2:15 

*Rudolph Olsen Travel Agency, 1:9 

 

*Scandinavian Airlines System, Inc., 1:2, 1:9-10 

*Scandinavian-American Line, 2:8-11 

*Scandinavian National Advisory Committee, 5:5 

*The Scandinavian Seminar, 5:5 

*Seminole Housing Corporation, 3:12-13 

*Simonsen, Ole, 1:7 

*F. L. Smidth & Co., 1:8, 3:5 

*Social Demokraten, 1:2 

*Somma, Charles A., 2:6 

*Spur, Bernhard, 1:7 

*Standard Material Company, 2:4 

*Stevens Institute of Technology, 2:7, 2:9-10 

*Swedish American Line, 1:2, 1:9, 3:3, 3:5, 3:8 
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*Tarpgaard, A. J., 2:9 

*Thomsen, Thomas A., 3:6 

*Thune, Erik, 1:2, 1:7 

*Thyrre, Sven, 1:8 

*Tillge, Paul, 3:2-3 

*Trinity Danish Lutheran Church, 2:4, 2:8, 2:11 

*Turisforeningen for Danmark (Danish National Travel Office), 3:1 

 

*Ugebladet Hjemet, 1:1 

*Urlich, Peter, 2:8 

*United States Department of Agriculture, 2:3, 2:12-15 

*United States Department of the Interior, 2:14-15 

*United States Department of Justice, Immigration and Naturalization Service, 3:6 

*United States Public Health Service, 2:15 

*United States Treasury Department, 1:1 

*The Unoversity of Wyoming, 2:15, 5:6 

 

*Van Sand, Albert, 2:7 

*Varden, Holger, 2:8 

*Vision, 3:5 

 

*Yale University, 3:5 

*Young People’s Socialist League, 2:15 

 

Wartburg Theological Seminary, 1:1 

*Wedell, Gustav, 1:1 

“What Education for Democracy?”, by C.H.W. Hasselriis, 5:6 

“Why Julay Fourth in Denmark”, by C.H.W. Hasselriis, 5:6 

*Wildlife Research Laboratory, 2:15, 3:1 

*William J. Gaynor Junior High School, 2:14 

*Winterfeldt, Greve K. Knuth, 1:9 

*The Women’s Radio, 5:6 

 

*Zarepta, 1:8 

 

 

 

 

 


